
The liver performs many vital functions
in the body and is recommended for:
    The metabolism of:
    - Proteins
    - Fats
    - Carbohydrates
    - Many vitamins and minerals
    Portosystemic shunt
    Hepatic encephalopathy
    Copper storage disease
* in case of acute hepatitis, the 
recommened product is convalescence 
diets such as VHN Recovery WET/Liquid.

Liver disease is a relatively common
problem in dogs. Royal Canin Hepatic
diets are highly palatable and balanced
diet for the dietary support of dogs with
liver disease and insufficiency that 
requires
moderate protein restriction.

HEPATIC

The recommended diet

Royal Canin Hepatic diet
provides nutritional support
for dogs with liver disease.
This diet is designed for
pets with special needs and
is available only from your
veterinary practice. Royal
Canin Hepatic diet should
be the sole source of food
unless otherwise indicated
by your Veterinary Surgeon.

A specific diet for your pet

Key features

The key features of Royal Canin Hepatic
diet are:

    High energy density
    Moderately restricted levels of high
    quality (vegetable) protein
    Highly digestible carbohydrates
    Adapted levels of soluble and insoluble
    dietary fibre
    Enriched with a syngergistic antioxidant
    complex
    Inreased zinc content
    Restricted copper content
    Enhanced levels of B-complex vitamins

For adult dogs, the diet is formulated to:

    Provide energy and nutrients to help
    support the pet and its liver function
    Provide select nutrients to help liver cell
    regeneration
    Help reduce the toxins produced by
    metabolism of proteins
    Help limit absorption of toxins from the
    large intestine

Dietary modification can significantly
reduce the level of toxins to which the
liver cells (hepatocytes) are exposed.

LIVER DISEASE



Antioxidants Key features

Changing your pet’s diet should always 
be carried out over several days. It is not 
uncommon for pets to refuse a new diet 
or to suffer from stomach upsets if the 
change is not gradual. 

On day 1, begin by adding a small amount 
of the new diet to your pet’s existing 
food. As each day passes, add more of 
the new diet to less of the original food, 
until eventually you are only feeding the 
new diet. This change should take 
around 5-7 days.

Royal Canin Hepatic diets contain select ingredients to meet the specific needs of your pet.

Key benefits

Royal Canin Hepatic 
diets are enriched in 
antioxidants (vitamin 
E, vitamin C, taurine 
and lutein) to help 
maintain health and 
vitality. 

‘Antioxidant’ is a 
general term for 
nutrients such as vitamins, minerals and 
other components naturally present in 
many foods.

Antioxidants neutralise free radical 
produced even during normal body 
metabolism, but more so when your pet 
is ill.

Recommended for:

Chronic hepatitis* resulting in hyperamamonemia
Portosystemic shunt
Hepatic encephalopathy
Copper storage disease

*in case of acute hepatitis, the recommended 
product is Convalescence Support (instant or wet).

Not recommended in case of:

Pancreatitis
Growth, gestation/lactation

Cu

ADAPTED PROTEIN CONTENT
Adapted levels of highly digestible vegetable proteins to support liver function
in case of chronic liver insufficiency. 

LOW COPPER
Low level of copper to help minimize its accumulation in liver cells.

HIGH ENERGY
A high energy content to reduce meal volume and decrease intestinal load.



KEY VALUES Per 1000 kcal Per 100g as fed

Protein 40.92 g 16.00 g

Fat content 40.92 g 16.00 g

Carbohydrate (NFE) 132.77 g 51.90 g

Crude fibre 4.86 g 1.90 g

Dietary fibre 17.91 g 7.00 g

Calcium 1.84 g 0.72 g

Phosphorus 1.30 g 0.51 g

Potassium 2.10 g 0.82 g

Sodium 0.51 g 0.20 g

Chloride 1.33 g 0.52 g

Magnesium 0.20 g 0.08 g

Copper 0.77 mg 0.30 mg

Zinc 42.98 g 16.80 g

Taurine 0.49 g 0.19 g

Vitamin A 5116.40 IU 2000.00 IU

Vitamin E 127.91 IU 50.00 IU

Omega 6 10.16 g 3.97 g

Omega 3 1.77 g 0.69 g

EPA + DHA 0.51 g 0.20 g

Metabolisable energy* 390.9 kcal

*Calculated according to NRC2006.
Essential fatty acids: 3.86%
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grams cups grams cups grams cups
2 54 6/8 47 5/8 41 4/8

4 90 1 + 1/8 80 1 69 7/8

6 123 1 + 5/8 108 1 + 3/8 93 1 + 2/8

8 152 2 134 1 + 6/8 116 1 + 4/8

10 180 2 + 3/8 158 2 137 1 + 6/8

15 244 3 + 1/8 214 2 + 6/8 185 2 + 3/8

20 302 3 + 7/8 266 3 + 4/8 230 3

25 358 4 + 5/8 315 4 + 1/8 272 3 + 4/8

30 410 5 + 3/8 361 4 + 6/8 312 4 + 1/8

35 460 6 405 5 + 2/8 350 4 + 4/8

40 509 6 + 5/8 448 5 + 7/8 387 5

45 556 7 + 2/8 489 6 + 3/8 422 5 + 4/8

50 601 7 + 7/8 529 6 + 7/8 457 6

55 646 8 + 3/8 568 7 + 3/8 491 6 + 3/8

60 689 9 607 7 + 7/8 524 6 + 7/8

70 774 10 + 1/8 681 8 + 7/8 588 7 + 5/8

80 855 11 + 1/8 753 9 + 6/8 650 8 + 4/8

RECOMMENDED DAILY INTAKE  
& FEEDING DURATION

Feeding duration varies depending on the pathology and on the regenerative 
ability of the hepatic tissue. Lifelong feeding may be necessary in case of 
chronic disease. In order to reduce the postprandial hepatic load, it is 
recommended to divide the recommended daily intake into several small 
meals.

For the mixed feeding table please see the end of the section Gastrointestinal 
Tract.
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Available in 1.5 kg, 6 kg bags



ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS
Is liver disease a serious condition?
Liver disease can lead to problems with the metabolism and storage of nutrients and the 
breakdown of their potentially harmful by-products (toxins). The most important of these toxins 
is ammonia, which is produced by bacteria in the large intestine from the breakdown of meat 
proteins. It is then absorbed into the bloodstream. Circulating in the blood, these toxins can 
cause issues for the nervous system, known as Hepatic Encephalopathy. Signs commonly seen 
include behavourial changes, fits, tremors, excessive salivatation (particularly in cats), vacant 
staring, disorientation and head-pressing.

Liver disease tend to fall into two categories:

Why does my pet need fibre?
Dietary fibre helps remove ammonia and other toxins from the intestine via the dog or cat’s 
stools and also supports the growth of
healthy bacteria, further reducing ammonia production.

Why are protein and fat moderated in this diet?
If meat protein levels are high, the body will produce more ammonia, a toxin which is usually 
neutralised by the liver.  By feeding vegetable proteins we can reduce ammonia production and 
therefore workload on the liver. However, if the protein level is too low, your pet will begin to 
break down its own body tissues and lose weight. Royal Canin Hepatic diets provide the correct 
balance of high quality, digestible protein.

The fat in the diet is a valuable energy source, enhances palatability, and is at an appropriate 
level for dogs and cats with certain types of liver disease.

Should I give my pet extra vitamins and minerals in addition to the Royal Canin Hepatic 
diet?
No, the diet has been formulate with the optimum balance of vitamins and minerals specifically 
for support of dogs and cats with liver disease unless recommended by your veterinarian
otherwise.

Why has zinc been added to the diet?
To avoid zinc deficiency which is common in liver disease. Zinc is involved in the detoxification 
process and so helps to remove the ammonia which could affect the nervous system. Zinc is 
also said to displace copper and therefore reduce it's uptake in the gut and reduce copper 
accumulation in liver cells.

The liver has great regenerative capacity, but during and after disease it is vulnerable to 
damage from copper and free radicals. To aid recovery and restore optimal function, the liver 
requires high levels of energy, high quality protein, plus antioxidants in the diet.

Symptoms of liver disease include:

Inflammatory liver disease (called hepatitis, cholangitis or cholangio-hepatitis) that is 
characterised by an impaired flow of the blood or bile through the liver.
Abnormal accumulation of substances in the liver.

Lethargy or tiredness
Nausea
Weight loss
In severe cases, neurological signs or even death

Loss of appetite
Vomiting
Jaudice/icterus
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